
Animation Treatment
By: Julie Bacon

Working Title: Dropped, Transformed, Recycled

Story Summary:
Water is all around us. Three-quarters of the earth is covered in it, two-thirds of our bodies are 
composed of it. Every product we make uses it. It is the only substance on earth that occurs in 
the form of liquid, solid and gas. Water is a central element of life on earth and is constantly 
recycled. 

This 30 second video created for children, will describe the unique properties of water and 
animate its transformations within the water cycle. It’s purpose is to generate awareness about 
the water cycle, the unique properties of water, and water consumption.

Character Summary:
The main characters are a drop (of water), a globe, a body of moving water or a line that is 
transformed into water. Moving text will be a central element in the video as well. The drop will 
morph into a globe representing the earth. A line will move in, bend into a wave and transform 
into a line of waves moving. 

drop
earth
body of water
text

Digital Elements (list of items to be drawn, shot, or created)
drop
globe
line (as a character)
tall glass
liquid 
solid
gas
sun
mountain
sea
stream
tree
car
bottle
other man made products
pitcher, gallon jug, watering can or faucet
Antartica portrait
Wildlife/lush forest portrait



Scene Summary

Scene 1:
Large drops of water fill the frame, falling from an unknown source.

Scene 2:
One drop falls and morphs into a spherical representation of the earth. The earth is 3/4 full of 
splashing water. The globe turns and reveals the next scene. The earth is covered in it.”

Scene 3:
The sphere is transformed to hold the outline of a person. Water fills the person 2/3 full.
“Two-thirds of our bodies are composed of it.”

Scene 4: “All life depends on it.” Globe turns to reveal a lush forest. Animal bird noises.

Scene 5: “Every product we make, uses it.” Globe is full of man-made and organic objects 
floating in water

Scene 6
Full-frame of 2D car driving along. Water below reads: 80,000 gallons of water.
Full-frame Almond tree. Water below reads 1 gallon
Full-frame Water bottle. 2 bottles of water

Scene 7 WATER is the only SUBSTANCE on EARTH that can take the form of…
Full-frame of 
a liquid 
a solid 
a gas 
Use either a glass filling with water, then ice, then steam coming out. or a molecular diagram 
Such as: 
https://www.chem.purdue.edu/gchelp/liquids/character.html

Scene 8: Repeat Scene 1 “Water is all around us”
 - Globe splashing with water 72% of earth is covered in it.
 - But only 1% is fresh water 
 - the rest is frozen (globe shows antartica) or salty

Scene 9: “It is even in the air you breathe.’ globe becomes a large round face with wide open 
mouth.

Scene 10: Water cycle
“When water evaporates it changes from a liquid to a gas and rises into the air.” 
“When it gets cold enough it turns into clouds.”
“Water returns to earth as rain or snow.”

Scene 11. This process is called the water cycle. 

Audio: Narrator and music

https://www.chem.purdue.edu/gchelp/liquids/character.html



